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I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
From the — Philippians 4:13
Pastor Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.”
— Psalm 107:1

<

Dear Beloved Church Family,

/-’??'3 As we enter the beautiful season of Thanksgiving, my heart is filled

with gratitude — gratitude for God’s faithfulness and for each of
\\ you. November marks one month since the Lord, officially, brought

us together, and I am truly thankful for the warm welcome, open
hearts, and genuine spirit of fellowship I’ve experienced in this
short time.

Each Sunday has been a joy — worshipping, preaching, and sharing in the presence of God with
such a loving and committed congregation. I have had the privilege of attending Deacons meet-
ings, an Executive Council meeting, and an A&F meeting; and I am grateful for the insight and
dedication of our leadership. In addition, several one-on-one conversations have given me a
deeper understanding of who we are as a church — our strengths, our hopes, and the unique ways
God is already at work among us. These moments of listening have been invaluable as I seek to
learn our rhythms and discern God’s direction for our ministry together.

While some changes and updates will naturally come as we move forward, please know that my
goal is not to change everything, but rather to build upon the strong foundation that already ex-
ists. Think of it as fine-tuning the good work God has begun — keeping what’s fruitful, refresh-
ing what needs new life, and trusting the Holy Spirit to guide every step.

I look forward to making home and community visits soon, as I continue getting to know you
beyond the church walls. And, Lord willing, I’ll be moving into the Framingham area in mid-
November, which will allow me to be even more present and connected.

As we begin this season of gratitude together, I am reminded daily \ G;
\ Live thanks to the LORD,

that God orders our steps. I believe He has brought us together for \ for he is good

~ Pinim 107:1 NIV

such a time as this — to love, to serve, and to grow in faith and
unity. Let’s give thanks not only for what God has done, but for
what He is about to do through us.

With a thankful heart and steadfast hope,
Pastor Robyw
Rev. Robyn Monique Mars




November 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Stewardship Month 1
Introduction and letter on November 2. Stewardship moments on November 9, 16, 23. Pledges are due on November 30.

2 Stewardship Begins 3 4 5 6 7 8
10:30 am Worship 7:00 pm Choir
Rehearsal
9 10 11 Veterans Day | 12 13 14 15
10:30 am Worship 7:00 pm Exec 7:00 pm Choir
11:30 am Potluck Lunch Council Rehearsal
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10:30 am Worship Led by 7:00 pm A&F 7:00 pm Choir
Youth Rehearsal
23 24 25 26 27 Thanksgiving | 28 29
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Comm. Cmte.
30 Advent Begins
10:30 am Worship
Pledges due
Notes:  AA meets Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday at noon in Reilly Hall.

Hope Bible Baptist Church rents space Sundays, 3—7 p.m.

All calendar entries are subject to change.

On November 2, we will try a different way of taking communion. We
will wait to eat the bread until we have the cup and then all eat and drink
together. Potluck lunch will be on November 9.

The offering collected for the Deacons Fund on November 2 will go to
the Pearl Street Cupboard and Café. As many people face food insecuri-
ty because SNAP benefits may not available in November, we hope to
help sustain local families. If you will not be in church that day, you may
donate through a check payable to the church or via Venmo. Be sure to
note that your funds are for Pearl Street Café.

First Baptist Church in
Framingham

@FBCFramingham

—
S

Daylight Saving Time ends November 2.

Remember to turn your clocks back one hour

on Saturday night!

Robby Rowe
Marcus Vaz
Ernesto Velazco
Catherine Tucker

November Birthdays

17
18
19
22

Linda McKenzie 23 Olivia Zeman
Ivette Badoo 24 Mary Ann Markman
Reshima Samuel 27 Zoey Zeman

Blake Thompson




Executive Council News

Executive Council met via Zoom on October 14. Here are highlights of the meeting:

e The Steifel account has been liquidated for approximately $35,000; $22,000 of this was
sent to the property management company to pay down our debt there, and the remaining
$13,000 is in the general fund.

e The Venmo code will be added on the website.

e One apartment at our Pleasant St. rental property has been tested for lead and needs lead
abatement. Pastor Robyn will be moving into the parsonage in November.

e Deacons will coordinate with Missions for the Ingathering on Thanksgiving Sunday.

e Food Wagon donations requested are canned goods for the fall and personal care items for
the winter.

e On Saturday, December 6, our Fellowship Event will be a combination of decorating the
church for Christmas and watching a movie.

e Pastor Robyn would like to have the youth participate in the service about once a month.

e Holiday offering designations are as follows:

0 The Thanksgiving offering (collected November 23) will go to A Place to Turn
(separate from the 200" anniversary project).

¢ The Christmas offering (collected December 21 and Christmas Eve) will go to Dignity
Matters to align with winter collection of personal care items.

e  The 200th Anniversary mission project to raise $2000 for a freezer for A Place to Turn is
off to a good start; we raised more than $100 at Framingham Fest and an additional $50
through the sale of FBC travel mugs (which are still available in Reilly Hall).

e Coffee mugs with the 200" logo on them are expected to arrive in early December, in time
for Christmas giving.

e Pastor Robyn would like a screen that she can see from the pulpit. She also would like
people to have access to the service on Instagram, YouTube, and Facebook.

e The Board of Missions will hold an event writing Valentine cards for Elder Care in Natick.

The next Executive Council meeting is Tuesday, November 11, at 7:00 pm via Zoom.

Members of Executive Council are Linda Devine, Kathie Zeman, Jay Reilly, Al Harrington,
Francesca Cerutti-Harris, Naomi Stanley, Judy Llewellyn, Diane Halbert, and Pastor Robyn,

Youth-Led Service

Some of the teens/youth have volunteered to take part in our service on November 16. They
(and their parents) will meet with Pastor Robyn after church on Sunday, November 2, to finalize
plans. If your teen is interested in participating, in any way, whether by being the worship lead-
er, singing a song, ushering, helping with media, taking pictures during the service, or playing
an instrument, please attend the meeting.

Church Note

We extend deep sympathy to Lecia Shronce on the loss of her beloved father, Lester Norman
Shronce, on October 4 in Granite Falls, North Carolina.



November Stewardship Moment: Living Each Day as a Steward

November is Stewardship Month at First Baptist, and the Stewardship Campaign begins on
Sunday, November 2. Our theme this year is “Living Each Day as a Steward.”

A Stewardship Thought

Opportunities to use our gifts seem almost limitless, and we must be willing to make ourselves
available. Often, our tendency is to look at our shortcomings rather than to focus on the positive
message in Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through him who gives me strength.” As stew-
ards, we are to use our gifts gladly and wholeheartedly in service to God alone. God must work
in us if he is to work through us.

A Definition of Stewardship

According to religious book author W. H. Greever, “Christian stewardship is the practice of the
Christian religion. It is neither a department of life nor a sphere of activity. It is the Christian
conception of life, manifested in attitudes and actions.”

Closing Thought

Our gifts were never meant to be left on a shelf to collect dust. They are beautiful expressions
of God’s grace — and someone needs what we have to offer. So go ahead and serve with joy,
knowing you're a vital part of God's plan.

Your Commitment

If you are in church on Sunday, November 2, you can pick up your commitment letter from
Naomi Stanley. Otherwise, your letter will be mailed to you on November 3.

As we move through the month, please be in prayer for your stewardship gifts. Monetary com-
mitments are necessary to help sustain and run the church. Your talents and gifts also are need-
ed to complete the mission of our church. May God bless you as you consider your gifts for the
coming year and the ways you can be a steward of this church. Commitment cards will be
received on November 30.

\ FBC FACT 96: 2006 Francesca and Jon
Harris were auctioneer and assistant at the
church auction.

Stewardship of Talents and Leadership

The nominating committee has begun to work on filling open positions on church boards for
2026. If you would like to help your church by serving as a member of one of the boards —
Deacons/Ministry, Administration & Finance, and Missions — please speak to Diane Halbert,
nominating chair, about your volunteer role in the new year. She or any current member of
these boards can give you more detailed information as well. Thank you in advance for
stepping up and for being an active and vital part of First Baptist Church in Framingham.



Thanksgiving at First Baptist and Around Town

At Thanksgiving time, we appreciate our bounty and share it with those
“ who are not as fortunate. On Sunday, November 23, you will be able to
add nonperishable items to a Thanksgiving Cornucopia in the sanctu-
ary. The donations will go to A Place to Turn food panty in Natick so that the people it serves
enjoy bountiful dinners at Thanksgiving and beyond.

To make an even bigger difference on the November holiday, we will collect a Thanksgiving
offering that day to help with local food insecurity by sending the funds to A Place to Turn.
Thank you for giving generously.

Join the Choir for Advent and Christmas

Do you love to sing and especially enjoy holiday music?
Then think about joining the choir for the season as we
prepare for Advent and Christmas. Speak with our Director
of Music, Sarah Russo, or any choir member to find out more
— or just come to rehearsal. We meet on Thursday evenings
at 7:00 in Reilly Hall. Hope to see you there!

First Baptlst Church at Framlngham Fest

Major thanks to everyone who was part of
. our table at Framingham Fest on October 4.
We enjoyed talking with people who
stopped by, selling travel mugs, sharing
brochures for FBC and A Place to Turn,

_ and raffling off a festive fall basket. We
also displayed a map of pews purchased by
3 founding members and asked people to

(™ connect their names with street names in
Framingham. They enjoyed the “trivia
contest” and seemed thrilled to earn bags of
candy with our 200™ anniversary logo on them. We raised more than $150 toward our goal of
$2000 for a new freezer for A Place to Turn.
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FBC FACT 97: 2000 First Baptist @merican Baptist ‘ﬂawtnmal éntuzty

Church was recognized by the | = sssseseseseseses momm cvososonovovoces

American Baptist Historical Society [mgf

in celebration of its 175th R B

an n IVG rsary The Board of Managcrs:‘:\:l‘:;;,c::;:::r:::)ur congregation on the
celebration and attainment of this milestone of ministry and service in the

American Baptist tradition. This certificate also signifies our trust that your
church will continue to minister uniquely as an important component of
the American Baptist Churches, U.S.A.

. )
Given this 19th  dayof __ November in the yearof our Lord 2000 oyt
'y

73 C. Daviem

President o the Bajrd of Managers

DRV IWY

Executive Director
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania




Poinsettias to Brighten the Sanctuary

We will again decorate the church sanctuary for Christmas with pretty
poinsettias. Although it is not yet time for you to place your order, please
be thinking about the number of plants you would like to purchase. You
will see more information on the price per plant and deadline for ordering
in the coming weeks.

Giving Tree Project

The Executive Council is working with the Department of
Children and Families (DCF) again this year to provide
Christmas gifts for 10 foster children! Each child will receive
three gifts: one clothing gift and two non-clothing gifts. Three
labels with clothing sizes and non-clothing suggestions per child
will be on a small Christmas tree at the back of the sanctuary.
You may select one or more labels and may even take all three
for the same child if you like. More details to come later. Thank
you for your help in bringing joy to foster children this year!

Family Promise Special Event: Keeping the Promise

Family Promise Metrowest will be hosting its annual Keeping
the Promise event on Thursday, November 6, at the Verve Kee in .
Hotel in Natick. The fundraising event includes a silent and live p

auction, paddle raise, and other activities to support local fami- th (1 Promise
lies facing homelessness. This year’s theme is “Building Hope, J
BUILDING HOPE. LIFTING SPIRITS.

Lifting Spirits.” Tickets are available now.

FBC FACT 98: 1991 The Reverend Peggy
Wallace became the first (and only) woman
pastor of Park Street Baptist Church.




Community News

Framingham City Election, November 4

Polls will be open on Tuesday, November 4, from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. You may vote for
Mayor, District City Councilor, School Committee, Library Trustees. Cemetery Trustees, and a
Charter Amendment Question. To find your voting location and precinct number, visit the MA
Secretary of State’s web page: My Voter Registration Status: Search.

Veterans Day Events

On Tuesday, November 11, you are invited to tour Framingham historic Veterans Memorials to
honor the service of deceased military veterans. These visits are organized by veterans and their
supporters. Remembrances, prayers, honor guard rifle salute, and patriotic music will occur at
each of the six memorial locations, honoring veterans from the Revolution to the current day.
The tour begins at 7:45 a.m. at the rear of the Memorial Building and will include an expanded
Veterans Day Program at Veterans Park on Concord Street at 11:11 a.m. At 1:00 p.m., the US
Army Band will perform a Veterans Day Concert at Nevins Hall in the Memorial Building.

November also is Veterans Appreciation Month at Loring Arena. During a special Veterans Day
skate event on Tuesday, November 11, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., veterans will receive free
skate rentals and a free hot drink. Veterans skate free all November, Monday through Friday,

FBC FACT 99: 2010 Nicole and Janie danced in the
annual talent show.

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. B

FBC FACT 100: 2012 Members of FBC
held a big yard sale in May.
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